
 

{phocatitle}

Dave Koehler has dedicated his life to community development and public

service.   Koehler was elected to the Senate in November 2006. However, rather than

taking office in January 2007, he began serving December 2006 when incumbent

Senator George Shadid retired.

Prior to serving on the Senate, Koehler spent six years on the Peoria County Board and

eight years on the Peoria City Council—including two years as Mayor Pro Tem.  In every

elected position, Koehler has worked tirelessly to serve the voters who elected him and

to improve the quality of life of the communities he represents.

Before he first held elected office, Koehler embarked on a career of community

development.  He earned a bachelor’s degree from Yankton College in 1971 and earned

a Masters of Divinity from the United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio.  From 1972

to 1978, he worked for the National Farm Worker Ministry, helping improve the lives of

migrant workers.  After moving to Peoria in 1978, Koehler began a job as a community

organizer and later became manager of Peoria Friendship House—an organization that

helps the city’s most vulnerable citizens secure education, nutrition, clothing, shelter,

and other basic necessities.

In 1985, Koehler became the first Executive Director of the Peoria Area Labor

Management Council (PALM)—a non-profit organization dedicated to increasing

cooperation between labor and management in the area’s many unionized factories and

facilities.  In 1992 he also became President of PALM’s Labor Management Cooperate

Health Programs—a purchasing cooperative aimed at finding low-cost, high-quality

health care for its members and the community.

Senator Koehler’s legislative career builds on his life experience.  He is an outspoken

advocate of health care reform—believing that everyone in our state and society should

have access to adequate health care.  He has sponsored many initiatives to expand and

improve health care, especially for Illinois’ most vulnerable citizens.

Koehler also has worked tirelessly on behalf of green industry to ensure that Illinois be at

the forefront of technological innovation and responsible agricultural programs.  Koehler

believes that finding green alternatives will not only restore environmental health, but

also provide stable economic growth.  He has successfully provided funding for

renewable energy companies and encouraged the use of local food products.

Senator Koehler lives in Peoria with his wife Nora Sullivan, an instructor at Methodist

College of Nursing.  They have three daughters, a son-in-law and two granddaughters.
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